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1. Cardiff Castle

Cardiff  Castle  is  one  of  Wales'  most  popular  tourist
attractions,  and  a  site  of  great  international  significance.
Situated right in the centre of Wales's capital city, and both a
medieval  castle and Victorian Gothic  revival  mansion,  the
structure  has  2000  years  of  history.  Robert,  the  Duke  of
Normandy, and eldest son of William the Conqueror, was
incarcerated in the castle's keep for eight years. The castle
also has connections with the Romans, for it was built right
on top of an old Roman fort begun in AD 55.

Over  the  years,  there  have  been  many  reports  of  an
apparition  resembling  Robert  wandering  around  the  area
where he was imprisoned. However, to date, there has been
no proper confirmation that this ghostly figure really is that
of the Duke of Normandy. He would have had every reason
to  despise  the  place,  though,  given  the  horrid  fate  he
suffered there, including having his eyes gouged out.

Another  ghost  said  to  haunt  the  castle  is  that  of  the
second Marquis of Bute. In 1766, the castle came into his
possession through marriage,  his family having lived there
for six generations. He is credited for transforming Cardiff
into  the  world's  leading  coal-exporting  port.  The Marquis
died in 1848, in a room close to the library, and local legend
has it that his figure is frequently seen strolling through the
library's  fireplace  before  departing  the  room  by  passing
through a six-foot wall and into a corridor. This apparition
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finally  passes  through  the  chapel  wall  and  into  the  room
where he died.

Ghostly  activity  has also been experienced in the main
dining hall of the castle. At around 3.45 a.m., heavy doors
have occasionally been heard opening and shutting of their
own accord. In addition, the lights in the dining hall are said
to  flash  on  and  off.  Some  have  attributed  all  this
supernatural  activity  to  a  faceless  apparition,  clad  in  a
greyish-white  skirt,  that  has  sometimes  been  spotted  in  a
stockroom, which is situated quite near the dining room.

A  ghost  has  also  been  seen  wandering  around  the
grounds  of  Cardiff  Castle.  This  phantom,  an  apparently
rather unfriendly one, is described as that of an old woman
wearing  a  cream-coloured  dress.  Workers  at  the  castle
believe  that  the name of  this  woman is  Sarah,  for  if  you
should happen to call her by it, she becomes less hostile.

It isn't just ghosts of people that have been seen in and
out of Cardiff Castle, for there have also been reports of a
phantom vehicle,  a coach,  which has been both seen and
heard around the grounds.

There are two types of ghost tours that are regularly held
at  Cardiff  Castle:  the  130-minute  Premium  Tour  (which
includes admittance to the clock tower where the Marquess
of  Bute  conducted  paranormal  experiments),  or  the  90-
minute  Dark  Castle  tour.  Both  tours  involve  exploring
Cardiff  Castle at  night by torchlight,  and being regaled by
stories of the many ghosts that are said to haunt the place. 
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2. The South Shields
Poltergeist

In the summer of  2006,  Darren W. Ritson was asked to
investigate a “haunting” in an unassuming, ordinary terraced
house in the town of South Shields, Tyne & Wear. Darren
asked another veteran researcher,  Michael J.  Hallowell,  to
accompany  him.  The  case  became  known  as  The  South
Shields Poltergeist.

During the subsequent months the authors made literally
dozens of visits to the house in question, and witnessed first-
hand the malevolent, sadistic power of the poltergeist. It was
an experience they would never forget.

Initially, the entity just tried to scare the family by moving
various  objects  around  the  house  and  making  mysterious
banging  noises  –  the  kind  of  behaviour  that  always  been
attributable  to  poltergeist  activity.  However,  as  the  weeks
went on, the entity’s activity took on a more threatening and
evil  aspect,  including  sending  death  threats  via  a  mobile
phone, hurling knives at investigators, slashing the body of
one  of  the  investigators,  and  appearing  as  a  shadowy,
malevolent figure to all those present.

Eventually, thanks to the help of several experts from a
number  of  different  professional,  forensic,  academic  and
investigative backgrounds, the authors were able to terminate
the  reign  of  terror  that  the  South  Shields  Poltergeist  had
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wreaked – a reign of terror that had lasted for almost a whole
year.
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3. The Winchester Mystery
House

The  Winchester  Mystery  House  is  a  popular  California
mansion that was under construction constantly for 38 years,
and is one of the area’s most curious and eccentric historical
landmarks.  The house is  reputed to be haunted by many
ghosts and spirits. For example, there are those who claim to
have seen the ghost of a worker on the Winchester Mystery
House walking around in the basement!

The  house  was  once  the  personal  residence  of  Sarah
Winchester,  the  widow  of  gun  magnate  William  Wirt
Winchester,  but  is  now  a  popular  tourist  attraction,
thousands of people flocking to it every year in their deep
fascination  with  the  mansion’s  long  history  of  ghosts  and
similar strange occurrences.

Under  Sarah  Winchester’s  regular  guidance,  its  “from-
the-ground-up”  construction  proceeded  daily,  without  any
interruption,  from 1884 until  her  death  on  September  5,
1922, when work immediately ceased. The cost for such a
huge and constant building task has been estimated at about
US $5.5 million (if paid in 1922, this would be equivalent to
almost $70 million in 2008 dollars).

Deeply distressed by the deaths of her daughter Annie in
1866 and her husband in 1881, and seeking comfort in the
aftermath  of  these  sad  bereavements,  Sarah  consulted  a
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medium on the advice of a psychic. According to popular
history, the medium, who has also been dubbed the “Boston
Medium”, told Sarah that she had the feeling that the whole
Winchester family had been cursed, because the guns they
made had taken so many lives. The psychic also told Sarah
that “thousands of people have died because of it, and their
spirits are now seeking deep vengeance.”

Although this is disputed, it is still strongly believed that
the Boston Medium told Sarah that she had to vacate her
home  in  New  Haven  and  travel  West,  where  she  must
“build a home for yourself and for the spirits who have fallen
from this terrible weapon, too. You can never stop building
the house. If you continue building, you will live. Stop and
you will die.”

Another  version  of  the  story  states  that  the  spiritual
medium told Sarah Winchester that wherever she went, the
spirits would continue to haunt her, so she built  a weirdly
confusing house and slept in different rooms every night to
confuse the ghosts that were following her.

Sarah inherited  more  than $20.5  million following  her
husband’s  death.  She  also  received  nearly  50  percent
ownership  of  the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Company,
giving her an income of  roughly $1,000 per day,  none of
which  was  taxable  until  1913.  This  amount  is  roughly
equivalent  to  $21,000  a  day  in  2008.  This  gave  her  a
tremendous pool of wealth from which to draw to fund the
construction on the multi-roomed residence.

The mansion is  noted  for  its  huge,  sprawling  size  and
complete lack of any technical building plan. It has always
been believed that Sarah Winchester thought that the house
was haunted by the ghosts of people killed by Winchester
rifles, and that only continuous construction would put their
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wandering spirits to rest.
Before the 1906 earthquake, the house had been built up

to seven stories  tall,  but  today it  is  only  four stories.  The
house  is  mostly  made  of  redwood  frame,  with  a  floating
foundation that is thought to have saved the estate from total
collapse in both the 1906 earthquake and the 1989 Loma
Prieta earthquake. There are around 160 rooms, including
40 bedrooms and two ballrooms.  The house  also  has 47
fireplaces,  10,000  window  panes,  17  chimneys,  two
basements and three working elevators. There are doors and
stairways that lead to nowhere, and a wide range of colours
and materials. Before the the elevators were installed, special
“easy riser” stairways were constructed to allow Winchester
access to every part of  the mansion, as she suffered from
severe  arthritis.  Roughly  20,500  gallons  (76,000  liters)  of
paint  were  required  to  paint  the  house.  Due  to  the
enormous size of the building, by the time every section of
the house was painted, the workers had to start repainting all
over again.

Today the house is  owned by Winchester  Investments
LLC, and it retains certain characteristic touches that reflect
Winchester’s beliefs and her preoccupation with warding off
harmful spirits. These spirits are said to have inspired her in
relation to the way the house should be built. The number
thirteen and spider web motifs, which she regarded as being
lucky,  reappear  around  the  house.  For  example,  an
expensive imported chandelier that originally had 12 candle-
holders was altered to accommodate 13 candles, wall clothes
hooks are in multiples  of  13,  and a  spider web-patterned
Tiffany window contains 13 coloured stones. In tribute, the
house’s current groundskeepers have created a topiary tree
shaped like the number 13. Also, every Friday the 13th the
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large bell on the property is rung 13 times at 13:00 (1 P.M.)
in tribute to Sarah.

Several  different  tours  of  the house  are  regularly  held,
including flashlight tours at night on dates around Halloween
and each Friday the 13th.

The house has been featured in many TV documentaries
on ghost hunting and the paranormal.

The Winchester Mystery House is situated on 525 South
Winchester Blvd. in San Jose, California.
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4. The Ghost of Abraham
Lincoln

Among the many paranormal experiences reported in the
White House over the years, there is one story in particular
that  really  stands  out  from  all  the  rest,  given  the  great
historical  significance of  the person involved: the ghost  of
Abraham Lincoln.

Lincoln's ghost is the most common and reported one.
The spirit of the long-dead president is said to have haunted
the White House since his assassination on Good Friday,
April  14,  1865,  by  John Wilkes  Booth,  as  the  American
Civil War was drawing to a close.

The spirit of Lincoln is said to appear in the room where
the Lincoln bed is kept. Harry Truman once answered a 3
o'clock  knock  on  his  door  and  found  no  one  there.  He
attributed the knock to Lincoln.

Lincoln is reported to return to the White House when
the security of the country is at risk. He strolls up and down
the second floor hallway, knocks on doors,  and stands by
certain  windows  with  his  hands  clasped  behind  his  back.
One staff member claimed to have seen Lincoln sitting on
his bed pulling on his boots.

One of President Harrison's bodyguards was kept awake
many nights trying to protect the president from mysterious
footsteps he heard in the hall. He grew so tired and worried,
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he finally attended a séance to beg President Lincoln to stop
so  he  could  get  enough  sleep  to  properly  protect  the
president.

In  addition  to  the  ghost  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  many
presidents,  first  ladies,  White  House  staff  members  and
guests have reported feeling other ghostly presences in the
building. Unexplained noises have been heard, and some of
those  people  have  even  experienced  running  into  actual
apparitions  -  even on the way out  of  the bathtub,  in one
particularly famous case. There is also a phantom black cat
said to haunt the basements of the White House, the mall
and the Capitol. The so-called "Demon Cat" is reported to
appear just before national disasters. 

Sightings  of  Lincoln's  ghost  were  frequently  reported
during  the  long  administration  of  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt
(1933-45).  First  Lady Eleanor Roosevelt  used the Lincoln
Bedroom as  her  study,  and reported feeling his  presence
there late  at  night.  During  her  visit  to  the White  House,
Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands heard a knock on
her bedroom door in the night; when she answered it, she
reportedly  saw  Lincoln's  ghost,  wearing  his  top  hat,  and
fainted.  British  Prime  Minister  Winston  Churchill,  who
visited the White House more than once during World War
II,  told  a  story  of  emerging  naked from his  evening bath
smoking his customary cigar, only to find a ghostly Lincoln
sitting by the fireplace in his room.

When  Lillian  Rogers  Parks,  the  seamstress,  once
investigated the sound of someone pacing an upper level of
the White House, another staff member told her the room
in question had been unoccupied,  and "that  was  old Abe
pacing  the  floor."  Psychics  have  speculated  that  Lincoln's
spirit remains in the White House to be on hand in times of
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crisis,  as  well  as  to  complete  the  difficult  work  that  his
untimely death left unfinished.
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5. Strangeways Prison

Strangeways Prison in Southall Street, Manchester was built
to  replace New Bailey  prison in  Salford,  which closed  in
1868.  Over  the  years,  there  have  been  many  reports  of
ghosts being seen in various areas of the old prison. 

The ghost of a man wearing a dark suit and carrying a
briefcase  has  been  reported  by  staff.  He  is  always  seen
walking along ‘B’ wing from just outside the condemned cell
If  anybody  tries  to  follow  him,  he  vanishes  near  the
condemned cell. Some believe this apparition is that of John
Ellis, a former executioner who committed suicide in 1932.

Another ghost that has been seen wandering through the
corridors of Strangeways is that of the infamous Blackpool
Poison killer, Mrs Louisa May. Merrifield. Her ghost is said
to return to the cell where she spent her last night on Earth
in  human  form.  The  sightings  of  Mrs  Merrifield’s  ghost
seemed to increase around the early 1980s, with a number
of inmates of ‘I Wing’ reporting seeing an apparition of a
short woman dressed all in black walking about the landing.
When they asked her what she was doing in their cell, she
just disappeared. 

There may have been an explanation for this, as at the
time the works department of the prison was building some
new office accommodation at the rear of what had been the
old female cellblocks. During the digging of the foundations,
they had reported finding the remains of previously executed
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inmates  who  had  been  buried  within  the  walls  of
Strangeways Jail in unconsecrated ground.  Perhaps one of
the bodies was that of the long dead hangman’s victim, Mrs.
Merrifield.
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6. The Ghosts of the Mines

Mine ghosts -  or  "knockers"  -  are said to be the spirits  of
miners who have died underground. Miners who have been
trapped in cave-ins and pound on the rocks for rescue. It is
believed that the ghosts of these miners go on knocking in
the mine shafts long after the victims have died. 

These ghosts may either help or hinder living miners, and
quite often the miners treat these entities reverently, leaving
them gifts in the form of food or drink. These mine spirits
are described as being quite small in stature, and are usually
dressed as miners themselves.

The best known mine spirits are those that inhabit the tin
mines of Cornwall. They are also known by many different
names, like "knackers" or "spriggans", and "blue caps" in the
north of Cornwall. Their name comes from their tendency
towards  making  knocking  sounds,  indicating  when miners
approach rich seams. Some Cornish miners report that they
have actually guided rescuers to the location of cave-ins by
their tapping. Singing Christmas carols is also said to be a
keen tendency with the knockers. But they also have a rather
unsettling  side  to  them  by  appearing  suddenly  out  of
nowhere and pulling faces. However, miners are careful not
to  show  anger  for  fear  of  upsetting  the  spirits.  And  no
Cornish  minder  will  ever  whistle  or  swear  while
underground, because the knockers find both actions highly
offensive. 
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There have also been incidents of knockers in the USA,
where they are called "Tommy-knockers". These entities are
said  to  be  highly  volatile  in  temperament,  and  often
malevolent. They hate to be seen by the human eye. There
is a story that  a  team of  tommy-knockers,  when believing
that they had been betrayed by a miner who they had been
helping produce coal (he had brought his workmates along
to have a look at this ghostly helpers), angrily set the mine on
fire.

These  mine  ghosts  were  the  inspiration  for  Stephen
King's 1987 bestselling book, The Tommyknockers, only in
his story it was aliens that had been trapped underground
instead of miners.

15



7. The Ghost of The
Witchfinder General

Matthew  Hopkins  -  also  known  as  the  notorious
Witchfinder  General  -  devoted  his  whole  life  to  tracking
down and persecuting suspected witches in the England of
the Middle Ages. 

His ghost has been reported in various locations in both
Mistley and Mannningtree in Essex. Some of the haunted
locations associated with Matthew Hopkins are:

1. Mistley Place, Mistley - A ghost said to be the spirit of
Matthew Hopkins has been seen around the 'Ducking Pond'
by locals at what used to be Hopkins' headquarters.

2. White Hart Inn, Manningtree -  Matthew Hopkins is
said to have frequented the establishment and it is reputed
he can still be heard in the building to this day.

3. 'Hopping Bridge', Mistley - A 'Phantom Jaywalker' seen
wearing 17th century clothing is reported to be the ghost of
Matthew Hopkins. He has been seen walking in the vicinity
of the small hump-backed bride known as 'Hopping Bridge'.

4. Thorn Hotel, Mistley - The ghost of Matthew Hopkins
has been reported here. A ghostly serving girl who used to
work at the hotel is said to still walk along the corridors and
a boy who was pushed under a cart and trampled to death
during a fight is seen at the rear of the building.

5. Red Lion, Manningtree - This public house is said to
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be haunted by a  Victorian gentleman nicknamed George.
However,  many people claim the  ghost  is  actually  that  of
Matthew Hopkins.

6. River Stour, Manningtree - The ghostly screams of a
tormented witch being interrogated at the hands of Matthew
Hopkins are said to be heard emanating from the opposite
shore.

7. Seafield Bay, Manningtree -  Elizabeth Clarke, whose
execution was ordered by Matthew Hopkins, is said to walk
the shoreline of Seafield Bay. Sounds heard here on certain
nights  have  been  attributed  to  the  screams  of  tortured
witches and also the sound of Elizabeth Clarke's familiars.
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8. The Crying Boy Painting

Often, in the classic ghost stories of the famous paranormal
writer M. R. James, a certain object was featured that had a
curse  on  it.  In  the  modern-day  world,  there  is  a  certain
object that has 

The Crying Boy is a mass-produced print of a painting by
Italian  painter  Bruno  Amadio,  also  known  as  Giovanni
Bragolin. It was widely distributed from the 1950s onwards.
There  are  numerous  alternative  versions,  all  portraits  of
tearful young boys or girls.  

On  September  4,  1985,  the  British  tabloid  newspaper
The Sun ran a story about a firefighter from Yorkshire who
claimed  that  undamaged  copies  of  the  painting  were
frequently  found  amidst  the  ruins  of  burned  houses.  He
stated that no firefighter would allow a copy of the painting
into his own house. Over the next few months, The Sun and
other tabloids ran several articles on house fires suffered by
people who had owned the painting.

By the end of November, belief  in the painting's curse
was widespread enough that The Sun was organising mass
bonfires of the paintings, sent in by readers.

To lift the curse, it is said you must give the painting to
another  or  reunite  the  boy  and  the  girl  and  hang  them
together.

Karl  Pilkington referred to  these  events  on The Ricky
Gervais  Show.  Ricky  Gervais  dismissed  the  curse  as
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"bollocks".
Steve Punt, British writer and comedian, investigated the

"curse" of the crying boy in a BBC radio Four production
called Punt PI. Although the programme is comic in nature
Punt researches the history of the Crying Boy painting and
reveals  an  intriguing past.  The conclusion reached by  the
programme,  following  testing  at  the  Building  Research
Establishment  is  that  the  prints  were  treated  with  some
varnish containing fire repellent, and that the string holding
the painting to the wall would be the first to perish, resulting
in the painting landing face down on the floor and thus being
protected.
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9. The Ghosts of Flight 401

Perhaps the most famous case of paranormal phenomena in
the aviation industry is that of the “Ghosts of Flight 401”.
Although it happened way back in the early 1970’s, the case
still fascinates and intrigues people to this day.

On December 29th, 1972, an Eastern Airlines Tri-Star
jetliner, Flight 401, crashed into the Florida everglades. The
pilot,  Bob Loft,  and the flight  engineer,  Don Repo,  both
perished in  the  plane  crash,  along  with  all  the  other  101
people on board. There were just 75 survivors. The cause of
the crash was attributed to the entire flight crew becoming
too preoccupied with a burnt-out landing gear indicator light,
thus  failing  to  notice  that  the  autopilot  had  inadvertently
been disconnected. Consequently, while the flight crew was
distracted with the indicator problem, the aircraft gradually
lost altitude and crashed. 

Shortly  after  the  disaster,  the  ghosts  of  both  Loft  and
Repo were reported to have been seen on many occasions
by  various  crew  members  on  other  Eastern  Tri-Stars,
particularly on those planes which had been fitted with parts
salvaged from the Flight 401 wreckage. The spirits of Loft
and Repo were described as being extremely vivid and real,
and were not only reported by people who had known Loft
and Repo, but also by people who hadn’t known them but
recognised  them from their  photos.  Not  surprisingly,  the
strange stories of the ghostly airmen of Flight of 401 soon
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spread like wildfire through the airline community. The case
was even highlighted in a 1974 US Flight Safety Foundation
newsletter. 

In  1976,  the  writer  John  G.  Fuller  wrote  a  bestselling
book about the case: The Ghost of Flight 401. The crash
was also documented in Rob and Sarah Elder's 1977 book
Crash. In 1978, two television movies based on the crash
were  shown:  Crash  of  Flight  401,  aired  in  October,  was
based on the Elders' book, and dramatized the crash, rescue
efforts and NTSB investigation; while The Ghost of Flight
401,  screened  earlier  in  February,  was  based  on  Fuller's
book and concentrates more on the ghost  sightings in the
aftermath than on the actual crash itself.

Many of the stories of the ghosts are extremely credible,
and come from people in highly important positions, such as
pilots,  flight  officers,  and even a vice president of  Eastern
Airlines, who allegedly spoke with a captain he assumed was
in  charge  of  the  flight,  before  recognizing  him  as  the
deceased Loft. Other sightings are convincing because they
have quite a few witnesses. A flight's captain and two flight
attendants claim to have seen and spoken to Loft prior to
take-off,  before  watching  him  mysteriously  vanish  -  an
experience that disturbed them so much that they cancelled
the flight.

Out of concern, one female passenger enquired to a flight
attendant about the quiet, unmoving man in Eastern Airlines
uniform seated beside her. He subsequently disappeared in
full  view  of  both  of  them  and  several  other  passengers,
leaving the woman in a state of shocked disbelief. When she
was later shown a sheet of photos depicting Eastern flight
engineers, she immediately identified Repo as the officer she
had seen.
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Another, similarly strange, incident occurred when one of
the L-1011 passenger planes that had been equipped with
salvaged parts was due for take-off. The flight engineer was
in the middle of carrying out the routine pre-flight inspection
when Repo suddenly appeared to him and told him not to
worry about the pre-flight, as he, Repo, had already done it. 

Repo and Loft are apparently not content to just appear
on  these  airplanes,  but  they  also  adopt  a  more  active
approach. For instance, a flight attendant claims she saw the
spirit of a uniformed Repo fixing a galley oven. He was also
seen  in  the  compartment  below  the  cockpit  by  a  flight
engineer,  who  had  accessed  it  in  order  to  investigate  a
knocking he’d heard coming from there.

Another flight attendant, Faye Merryweather, claims she
saw Repo's face looking out at her from an oven in the galley
of  Tri-Star  318.  Naturally  startled,  she  fetched  two
colleagues,  one of whom was the flight  engineer who had
been a friend of Repo's, and recognized him immediately.
The trio heard Repo warn them to be on their guard about a
possible fire on this plane. Sure enough, the plane later had
serious trouble with its engine, and so the last leg of its flight
was cancelled. What made it all the more weird was the fact
that the galley of Tri-Star 328 had been salvaged from the
wreckage of flight 401.

The  sightings  were  all  reported  to  the  Flight  Safety
Foundation,  which  took them seriously  and  deemed very
significant.  Later,  records  of  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency
recorded the fire, which broke out on that same aircraft.

A vice president of Eastern Airlines also had a ghostly
experience when he boarded a Miami-bound TriStar at JFK
airport  and  spoke  to  a  uniformed  captain  sitting  in  First
Class. Immediately, he recognized the captain as Loft. The

22



Free Ghost Stories

apparition then vanished.
There was another ghostly incident involving a captain.

Repo appeared to him, telling him that there would never be
another crash, as “we” would not let it happen.

A  female  passenger  found  herself  sitting  next  to  an
Eastern Airlines flight officer who looked pale and ill,  but
would not speak. When she summoned the stewardess, the
man disappeared. This was also witnessed by several people.
The woman was later shown photographs of Eastern Airlines
engineers and she identified the man as Repo.

Unfortunately,  further  research  into  the  paranormal
incidents  was  severely  hindered  by  the  airline  company,
which  obstinately  refused  to  give  their  support  to  the
paranormal investigators, despite all the witness accounts of
the ghostly activity.
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10. The Ghosts of Jack The
Ripper

We  are  all  well  familiar  with  the  story  of  the  notorious
Victorian serial killer Jack The Ripper, who was responsible
for the horrific murder and mutilation of five prostitutes in
the Whitechapel area of East London in 1888. But did you
know that the history of Jack The Ripper has spawned many
real-life paranormal experiences?

Records  tell  us  that  there  have  been  many  reported
sightings of the Ripper’s victims pretty much ever since they
met their unfortunate ends. For instance, within a few years
of  Polly  Nichols’  murder  on  Bucks  Row  (now  Durward
Street), people reported seeing her body lying on the ground
as  it  was  discovered,  surrounded  by  an  unearthly  glow.
Apparently, it can still be seen there occasionally.

The  Ten  Bells  Pub,  on  Commercial  Street,  is  the
drinking  hole  that  is  most  associated  with  the Ripper.  Its
posh interior, with its grand tiled wall, has scarcely changed
since the early hours  of  November 9th 1888,  when Mary
Kelly,  Jack  the  Ripper’s  last  victim,  left  the  pub.  Kelly’s
horrifically  mutilated  body  was  found  next  morning  in
Millers Court of Dorset Street, on the opposite side of the
road  from  the  Ten  Bells.  For  several  months  after  her
murder, some people claimed they saw the ghost of Mary
Kelly dressed in black and looking sadly out of the window
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of her room. 
In the 1970’s and 1980’s, the pub was renamed the Jack

the Ripper,  until,  thanks  to  a  landlord  who was  tastefully
selling dark red “Ripper Tipple’s”, the brewery resumed its
original name in 1989.

In the late 1990’s resident staff,  whose bedrooms were
situated  on  the  upper  floors  of  the  building,  reported
terrifying  encounters  with  a  ghostly  old  man  dressed  in
Victorian  clothing.  They  would  often  be  awoken  in  the
middle of  the  night  by  an uneasy  feeling,  and when they
turned over in bed, they would be confronted by his ghostly
form lying  beside  them.  As  they  cried  out  in  shock,  the
figure would disappear. Staff with no previous knowledge of
his  ghost  would  often  report  seeing  him,  and  their
descriptions would always match. Nobody knew exactly who
this  man  was,  and  those  who  lived  on  the  premises
eventually just accepted him as the “oldest resident”.

When a new landlord took over the pub and decided to
clear out the cellar, he found an old metal box hidden away
in  a  corner.  When  he  opened  it  up,  he  discovered  it
contained the personal belongings of a man named George
Roberts. The items dated from the early 1900’s, and among
them was  a  brown leather  wallet.  Inside  the  wallet  was  a
press cutting of the same period, reporting that he had been
axed to death in a Swansea Cinema. Subsequent research
revealed that a man named George Roberts was indeed the
proprietor  of  the  pub  in  the  late  19th  and  early  20th
centuries. Consequently, the landlord concluded that it was
his ghost whom staff had been encountering.

In 2001, a tenant who lived on the premises would often
hear footsteps followed by a faint peal of laughter outside his
door, even though there was nobody else on the premises.
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Whenever he went to investigate, he would invariably find
the corridor outside empty. When he went down into the
bar to investigate further, he would often be pushed roughly
on the back by an unseen hand.

One  time,  a  psychic  was  summoned  to  the  pub  to
investigate the premises. When she reached the top floor,
she paused outside one of the rooms and was reluctant to
venture any further. Gripped by unease, she said that she
could  sense  that  something  terrible  had  happened in  the
room, and was sure that  it  involved the brutal  death of  a
baby in the 19th century.

A few years late, Lindsay Siviter, a top expert on Jack the
Ripper, was being shown around the pub and was allowed
onto  the  roof  space.  It  was  there  that  she  spotted  some
material  embedded  in  the  floor  behind  the  water  tank.
When she pulled at it, she found it was a sack tied at the top.
She opened it up and found it contained a mouldy set of
Victorian baby clothes that appeared to have been slashed
with a knife. Significantly, the tank happened to be directly
over the room that the psychic had refused to enter.

It is said that if you stand on Westminster Bride on New
Year’s  Eve,  and  look  eastwards  as  midnight  approaches,
there’s a chance you could see the ghost of one of London’s
most notorious criminals.  As Big Ben chimes in the New
Year,  a  shadowy  figure  will  suddenly  materialise  on  the
parapet and desperately leap headlong into the icy waters of
the Thames below. It is said that this is the hour when, in
1888, Jack the Ripper committed suicide by plunging into
the river from this spot, and that every year since, his spirit
has  been condemned to repeat  his  descent  into notoriety
over and over again.

And if you can’t visit the area during the festive season,
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on  misty  autumn  mornings  you  might  just  see  a  ghostly
barge,  which  is  reported  to drift  towards  the bridge,  pass
beneath it, but disappear before reaching the other side.

Mitre  Square  is  now  surrounded  on  three  sides  by
modern office blocks and bordered on its south side by the
Sir John Cass Foundation School. All that remains of the
Victorian  square  now  is  its  cobblestones,  across  which
people walk on their way to work. It was in the southwest
corner of Mitre Square that the horribly mutilated body of
Catherine Eddowes – Jack The Ripper’s fourth victim – was
discovered at 1.45am on the 30th September 1888. It is said
that  on  the  anniversary  of  the  killing,  people  have
occasionally glimpsed Catherine’s spectral figure lying on the
spot where she was murdered.

Berner Street is reportedly haunted by the phantom of
poor Elizabeth Stride, who was found dead in a yard on the
night of 30th September 1888. Spooked passers-by reported
that  late  at  night,  they  heard  the  unfortunate  woman’s
screams and struggling as she was attacked, although when
they peered into the darkness, they saw nothing.

The  Truman  Brewery,  now  a  conglomeration  of
buildings,  was  built  on  the  site  of  number  29  Hanbury
Street. It was in the back yard of the Brewery that the body
of Annie Chapman, the Ripper’s second victim, was found at
around 6 a.m. on 8th September 1888. When the brewery
was operating,  its customers and staff would often sense a
strange chill drifting through the boardroom at 6 a.m. on the
anniversary  of  the murder.  Also,  Annie  Chapman’s  ghost
was occasionally seen standing by the wall of the storeroom
that occupied the spot where she died.

If you are fascinated by the Jack The Ripper case, and all
the supernatural events surrounding it,  you can explore all
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the murder sites and get a real feel for the complete story of
the infamous Victorian killer by going on London’s popular
Jack The Ripper Tour, which explores all the old alleyways
and thoroughfares where the murders took place in 1888.
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11. The Ghosts of Coronation
Street

Coronation Street has been on our TV screens now since
the 9th December 1960. Arguably Britain’s most loved soap
opera, on the 17th September 2010 the programme became
the world's  longest-running  TV soap opera.  We all  know
Coronation Street for its depiction of a typical down-to-earth
community,  plus  its  light-hearted humour and memorable
characters.

Over the years, there have been many iconic actors and
actresses  who  have  walked  the  cobbled  streets  of
Weatherfield  and  drank  in  the  Rovers  Return,  many  of
whom are sadly no longer with us. However, some of these
deceased stars are still keeping their spirits very much alive
on the Granada set, as reports of paranormal activity have
been made by both the staff and the cast.

The late, great Pat Phoenix played Elsie Tanner, who was
one of the original core characters on Coronation Street and
appeared in the very first  episode. She is  still  regarded as
one  of  Coronation  Street's  most  loved  and  remembered
characters.  Her  life  was  just  as  colourful  and  vibrant  off
screen as it was on, indeed a soap opera in itself. Pat made
her final appearance in January 1984, when Elsie decided to
emigrate to Portugal. Pat had made the decision to quit the
series in 1983 to pursue other projects. However, three years
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after  leaving  the  Street,  Pat  died  from  cancer  on  17th
September 1986.

Some cast and crew members claim to have sensed and
seen the ghost of Pat Phoenix, while others say they’ve been
spooked by an apparition with long dark hair and wearing a
long coat. They even blame this apparition for the string of
bad luck that has plagued the set. Others claim to have seen
Pat’s ghost during the 1990 celebrations for the show’s 30th
anniversary. Even the show’s original creator, Tony Warren,
claims  to  have  seen  the  ghost  of  Pat  Phoenix  wandering
around the studio,  and is  convinced that  the Corrie set  is
haunted. He says he would smell the strong fragrance of her
perfume and  that  one  of  his  dogs,  who would  always  go
bananas when Pat came to the house, suddenly started to
behave as if Pat was actually present again. Although Warren
describes  his  experience  as  “very  odd”,  he  says  Pat  is
welcome at his place anytime, dead or alive.

Another iconic character of the Street was Ena Sharples,
played by the late Violet Carson. She played Ena from 9th
December 1960 to 2nd April 1980. She died in a Blackpool
nursing home three years later. At Blackpool Waxworks, in
Blackpool, Lancashire, there is a mock up of the soap opera
called `Coronation Street. It is said that if you look into the
window  of  the  dummy  front  of  a  pub  called  ‘Rovers
Return`, you can clearly see a surprised face of a lady who
looks very much like the late actress Violet Carson.

It is rumoured that the set of Coronation Street was built
on  the  site  of  a  former  cemetery  where  around  22,000
people were buried, and many believe this adds credence to
the sightings. However, some local experts believe that the
set isn’t built on the site of the old cemetery, but across the
road from it.
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The stories  of  Coronation  Street’s  ghosts  attracted  the
attention of the Most Haunted team, and they invited a small
number  of  cast  and  production  staff  to  join  their
investigation  to  discover  the  truth  about  the  alleged
hauntings.
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12. The Walt Disney Ghost

The Walt Disney Magic Kingdom Park opened in 1971 and
is one of the most visited parks in the world. It is built over a
warren of tunnels. Located on the Magic Kingdom grounds
are  Main  Street,  Adventure  Land,  Frontier  Land,  Liberty
Square,  Fantasy  Land,  Tomorrow  Land  and  Mickey’s
Toontown Fair. This park was a major part of Walt Disney’s
grand vision, but unfortunately he never lived to see it being
completed. 

The  Pirates  of  the  Caribbean  ride  is  the  area  that  is
supposed to be haunted. Every morning when the workers
come in, they have to remember to say good morning to the
ghost, or the ride does not work that day. When they try to
run the  ride  without  acknowledging  the  apparition,  it  will
invariably break down.

The  ghost  is  called  George,  who  died  while  welding
together  the  Pirates  of  the  Caribbean  in  the  late  1970’s.
There are varying stories about exactly how he met his death
there,  none  of  which  have  been  proved  beyond  doubt.
Various cast  members claim to have seen a ghostly figure
wandering around on the attraction through the monitors,
but never in real life.

Aside from the ghost of George, there are allegedly a few
more phantoms said to haunt various parts of Disneyland.
For example, there is a spirit  known as "Disco Debbie" in
Space Mountain, a little boy in The Haunted Mansion, and
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Dolly, who met her death on the Matterhorn Bobsleds.
Other  haunted  locations  include  Tom Sawyer's  Island,

The Christmas Shop and the stock room of Star Trader. But
the most famous spirit said to haunt Disneyland is that of the
great  Walt  Disney himself.  The two areas where Disney’s
ghost has been seen are in his apartment, located above the
Main Street Firehouse. This is where Walt would work or
spend time with his family. The other location is the former
Disney Gallery, located above the Pirates of The Caribbean
ride. This was originally intended to be a suite for Walt, but
he died before it was complete.
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Author's Note

If you enjoyed this free sample ebook of my ghost stories,
you might like to check out all my other books, details of
which can be found on my website at:

www.alantoner.com/books/

Alan Toner
www.alantoner.com
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